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The Book Thief—Timed Essay 

 
Consider the following quotes from two different selections. 

 

“Some crunched numbers. 

 

Since 1933,ninety percent of Germans showed unflinching support for Adolf Hitler. That leaves ten percent who didn’t. 

Hans Hubermann belonged to that ten percent” (The Book Thief 65). 

 

“The human race is unimportant. It is  the self that must not be betrayed. 

 

I suppose one could say that Hitler didn’t betray his self. 

 

He turned. You are right. He did not. But millions of Germans did betray their selves. That was the tragedy. Not that one 

man had the courage to be evil. But that millions had not the courage to be good” (The Magus 132). 

 

In a well-developed essay argue whether people are inherently good or inherently bad. Use the quotes as the foundation 

for your argument then pull examples from history, literature, and/or personal experiences.  
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Overall Development  
30 possible points 

 Clear awareness of audience 
and purpose 

 Clear voice 

 Insightful analysis 

 Fluency of ideas 

 Free of mechanical errors 

A—30 to 27 
B—26 to 24 
C—23 to 21 
D—20 to 17 

30     29     28     27     26     25     24     23     22     21      20      19      18    17 

Support of Assertion 
20 possible points 

 Effective use of details 

 Details are relevant in 
supporting the assertion 

 Effective use of textual 
evidence integration 

 Textual evidence is relevant in 
supporting the assertion 

A—20 to 18 
B—17 to 16 
C—15 to 14 
D—13 to 12 

20          19          18          17          16          15          14          13          12 
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The Book Thief—Timed Essay 

 
Many characters in this novel suffer from recurring nightmares. Choose one of the characters who suffer from nightmares 

and describe the visions they have. How do these recurring nightmares affect the way these characters interact with the 

world and each other?  

 

Explain your analysis in detail and support it with textual evidence from the novel. 
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The Book Thief—Timed Essay 

 
Both Liesel and Hans have an artistic talent that brings peace to stressful situations. First, describe both Liesel and Hans’ 

talents. Then, describe at least one situation when these characters use their artistic skill in the attempts to calm a crowd. 

What is the effect of their attempts on the people? 

 

Explain your analysis in detail and support it with textual evidence from the novel. 
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The Book Thief—Timed Essay 

 

Discuss the symbolism of Death as the omniscient narrator of the novel. What are Death’s feelings for each victim? Death 

states, “I’m always finding humans at their best and worst. I see their ugly and their beauty, and I wonder how the same 

thing can be both” (491). What is ugly and beautiful about the characters Liesel, Rudy, Rosa, Hans, and Max? Why do 

these observations leave Death “haunted by humans?” 

 

Explain your analysis in detail and support it with textual evidence from the novel. 
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